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Analysis and Description of a Work of Art
Introduction
Italian Peasant Family represents the work of Alfred-Francois Delobbe which he created in a quest to bring about a shift in the pictures illustration of Mary, Jesus and Joseph which has been used for a long time as the true representation in the picture. The author was a French-born in the year 1835 and passed on in the year 1920. Delobbe created the art in the year 1880 having been a devoted student of W.A. Bouguereau who at the time was the leading representative of traditional painting. The work is a gift of Mrs. John Mead, Mrs. Edwin and Mrs. George in memory of their grandfather, Medford Bement. The material used was oil on canvas. The artwork represents a secular image of a young mother on a ride through the countryside. The artwork is a European painting which upon viewing represents the paintings of a mother and baby riding on a donkey with a figure on foot whose close examination reveals the story of Jesus and the parents. The figure was created using oil on canvas with figures with right, precise brushstrokes. A looser handling is applied for the background.
Brief Description
The image brings out a shape of a mother with her child riding on a donkey with a man who is walking. The people represented in the picture appear to be of a white origin. The path on which they are walking is a lane which passes through a forest with trees in the rare background behind them. The child is holding a stick in its hand which seems to be directing the donkey. The mother has a rope tied on the donkey which also leading the donkey. The art has contour lines which are flowing to bring out the artistic design. The work is a representation a family which appear peasant thus agrees with the subject of the art i.e. Italian Peasant Family. The aspects emphasized are the family and countryside environment evident by the forest around and the paths through them. This is an objective work since the intended information is passed by the author. Therefore, the dominant elements are the people, the donkey, forest and the path.
Elements Dominant in the Artwork
The art brings out a three-dimensional view since the pattern formed in more than one direction. A variety of lines are combined to attain the intended view of people, the donkey and the forest behind. Straight, curved and angular lines combine to form the view which also appears to be engraved within a picture frame. The flowing curved patterns form the image of the father, the mother and the child. There are several shapes created in the view. There is a shape of a young mother sited on a donkey with a child and a father walking. A shape of a forest is also evident with a path passing through it which gives a clue that this is a countryside environment. The family has a light complexion which tells that they are of European origin. The image background is well light indicating that the image was possibly assumed in a well light environment which brings a clarity on the various aspects the artist presents. The light source is from the environment possible the sun which is an evidence the image was formed with daytime in mind.
The variety of colors used are well mixed to form a pattern that has the required balance to bring out the view. The pattern brought out makes the artwork to appear real as though it's a picture taken from some view with someone in love with nature. This is the reason why looking at the image creates an impression of the Bible story of Jesus and the parents Joseph and Mary. The image gives an actual texture with the figures having tight, precise brushstrokes which makes it have a rough appearance. However, a smooth feel is created through a looser handling of the background that creates a scenario of a real environment. The image formed is three dimensional in nature. There is a balance in depth and space which makes the image look real. That is why one is still able to see the image formed even when looking at it from different angles. The view brings out an image with is new even though the context real it's an image that has taken quite some time in existence. The value of the picture and its relevance is however maintained. This is true since the artist having spent time under W.A. Bouguereau, who at the time was the leading representative of traditional painting, would be expected to be able to come up with a high-value artwork.
Opinion and Conclusion
The art is a display of excellence which remains relevant way after the death of the artist.  The combination of the various elements such as colour, lines and texture bring us to an understanding that the subject indeed agrees with the views we are presented with. Any person would tell what the picture caries which is important since the interpretation of the picture is what helps us in making conclusions about the authors intended ideas. The author indeed wanted to bring out a picture in a frame scenario. The various elements are well combined with artistic principles to bring out a clear agreement between the several aspects represented. The author must have heard in mind what he wanted to pass across before he embarked on the process to lay it down. The artwork's description, therefore, brings out the subject matter i.e. Italian peasant family image. The work of art, therefore, communicates the intended purpose of the author in an artistic representation.
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